
 

 

  
Board of Directors Meeting 
 

MINUTES 
 
Friday, April 21, 2023 (9:30 AM) 
625 Texas Street, Suite 200 
Shreveport, LA 71101 

Members Present 
Mr. Steven Brown – DeSoto Parish 
Dr. Woodrow Wilson – Caddo Parish 
Mr. Bruce Blanton, Chair – Webster Parish 
Mr. Butch Ford – Bossier Parish 
Mayor Tom Arceneaux – City of Shreveport 

 
Members Absent 
Mayor Tommy Chandler – City of Bossier City (Represented by Ms. Amanda Nottingham, but not in a voting capacity) 
Mr. Charles Henington – Caddo Tax Assessor 

 
Others Present 
Mr. Kent Rogers – NLCOG 
Mr. Chris Petro – NLCOG 
Dr. Shelly Barrett - NLCOG 
Ms. Rita Arnold – NLCOG 
Ms. Heidi Stewart - NLCOG 
Mr. Josh Chevallier – NLCOG Legal Council 
 
 
Call to Order 

Mr. Blanton called the meeting to order Mr. Rogers then began a roll call. A quorum was present. 
 
 
Public Comments 
 
Mr. Blanton called for public comments. Mr. Rogers stated we received three public comments. 
 
 
Ms. Linda Biernacki stated she was respectfully requesting five and a half minutes for her public comment. Ms. 
Biernacki says she has been requested by Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser to respond to one of the agenda items, 
approval of budget amendment for Providence Engineering. Please see the attached letter that Ms. Biernacki read 
and then requested to be placed on record.  
 



 

 

Mr. Eric Barkley was next to comment. He thanked the board for allowing him to speak and stated he is the 
current President of the Committee 100. Mr. Barkley said that he’s pretty sure they’re aware of his predecessors 
in his are all supportive in the completion of this project. He is just there to reiterate to them their interest in this 
project moving along for approval and ultimate completion because they feel that’s the right thing to do.  
 
Patrick Harrison states he’s been a part of a lot of business organizations in Shreveport/Bossier over his career. 
Mr. Harrison says that every organization that he’s been a part of, whether it be a manufacture’s council, Chamber 
of Commerce, Committee 100, have all identified the importance of getting this project done. He says that eight 
years ago they met with Sherry LeBas and had huge meetings discussing this project and how important it was to 
them.  Mr. Harrison states that at that time they were told timelines of two or three years before this was going 
to be done. He says the goal post has been kicked down, kicked further and further out continuously. Mr. Harrison 
stated they finally got to a point in 2016 where they were almost to the end. They had five routes to consider, 
fiver public hearings and the public spoke. He says that ninety-four percent of the public gave comments and 
spoke to support route one. Mr. Harrison says that the City Council, Caddo Parish Commission, this board here, 
NLCOG unanimously at one point passed a resolution to support route one. That was years ago and now they’re 
about to consider a change order for two hundred seven thousand dollars of taxpayers’ money to explore another 
route that was derived from the consulting firm and NLCOG. Mr. Harrison asks how many times we are going to 
keep doing this and how long is this going to on. He says the citizens of Allendale are frustrated and not sure what 
is going to happen. Mr. Harrison says the business community is frustrated as well. He states the North Market 
corridor is going to be absolutely destroyed if we don’t do something about it now. 
  
Mr. John Perkins states that five thousand friends from Allendale Strong from all over the city, new homeowners, 
had built their homes then were told they were building a highway through their neighborhood. He says how they 
started the meeting was getting interested in urban planning and engineering and called in experts to speak to 
them about it and to teach them about it. Urban planning is something Shreveport is not interested in and we’re 
soaking in the results of that ignorance. Mr. Perkins says is already easy for him to get to Texarkana by looping 
around all the way to Lafayette non-stop. He says that 3132 is a mess and build alternative 5 is 3132, and we could 
all be happy if we spent the federal dollars available to fix 3132.    
 
Financial – Fiscal Year 2024 Draft Budget – Introduction for Public Comments 

Mr. Rogers stated that two meetings ago he brought forward to them the income portion of the budget and 
outlined some of the changes and differences happening with it. In relation to two things, one of them was some 
of the changes from the census data, in terms of urbanized area and the allocations of the federal PL funds and 
transit funds. The other portion was associated with the local funds and in terms again with the 2020 census data. 
Mr. Rogers reviewed the details of the financials for FY2024 as included in the packets. He stated they followed, 
if they recalled, at the last meeting they had some budget amendments for this fiscal year and used some of those 
refined adjustments and factored in some of those increases that they knew were going to happen for insurance 
etc. Also, as of April 1, they had one employee brought on to put in one of the vacant positions, the general 
overhead expenses remain roughly about the same with some slight increases due to inflation rates.  Mr. Rogers 
said that included within work for the Regional Active Transportation Plan that was mentioned early during the 
MPO meeting, and they’ll be using attributable funds for the great majority of that, and the match support will 
come from the reserve funds. He directed them to their packets where he had outlined some of the larger line 
items for the overhead with more detail. Mr. Rogers stated that again, this is for introduction public comment. 

Mr. Blanton called for a motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2024 Draft Budget for Public Comment. Dr. Wilson 
motioned, and Mr. Brown seconded. All approved and motion was passed. 



 

 

 

Legal Report 

NLCOG/CDC – Update and consideration of memorandum of understanding concerning NLCOG, CDC, and EDA 
pertaining to the EDA Grant   

Mr. Chevallier stated that in addition to the legal report pertaining to the NLCOG and CDC issue, he wanted to 
reiterate what Mr. Rogers stated earlier and that they’re in the process of investigating and responding to all the 
public comments and engagements they’ve received with respect to the contractual item that’s on the agenda in 
the other business for Providence Engineering. One thing he thinks is going to be recommended that NLCOG 
support is given the time of Dr. Kalivoda’s visit at the May 12, 2023 meeting, he is going to recommend the board 
postpone that amendment item until such time as having heard from Dr. Kalivoda. At which point they’ll have the 
opportunity both for them to receive the response from NLCOG with the respect from comments previously 
received as well as those comments from Congressman Johnson’s office from the prior meeting and those 
received from Lt. Governor Nungesser there this morning.  

Mr. Chevallier stated with respect to NLCOG and CDC agenda item there’s a draft of a letter prepared for Mr. 
Rogers signature, and he would ask for approval. He states this letter is addressed to the Economic Development 
Administration, which was the form of letter requested by EDA, for NLCOG to formally withdrawal as a secondary 
recipient on EDA award number 087905436 in the amount of one point six million dollars to fund the building in 
Bossier that was intended to house, when it was conceived of, the merge between NLCOG and CDC entity. Due to 
rising construction costs the feasibility and size of the building that could be constructed with that money is no 
longer sufficient to house a combined entity. Mr. Chevallier says for that reason, and with EDA’s support and 
approval, we are going to withdrawal as a primary recipient and allow CDC to move forward to build the building. 
The federal dollar investment made in the community is still going to be made and we remain in support of that 
being done. Mr. Chevallier states that this letter will allow CDC to go forward as the sole and primary recipient.  

Mr. Blanton called for a motion to approve the letter to EDA. Dr. Wilson motioned, and Mr. Brown seconded. All 
approved and motion was passed. 

Other Business 

1. Approval of Budget Amendment for Providence Engineering – Alternative 3A Feasibility 

Dr. Wilson requested to have this approval taken off the table and moved to the next meeting on May 12, 2023.  
Mr. Blanton called for a motion for the Approval of Budget Amendment for Providence Engineering – Alternative 
3A Feasibility, to be moved off the table until the May 12, 2023 meeting. Dr. Wilson motioned, and Mr. Ford 
seconded. All approved and motion was passed. 

Mr. Harrison asked if there wasn’t any progress being made on I-49 now. Mr. Chevallier stated the reason for his 
recommendation was that it’s his understanding that there’s sufficient funding still available for Providence to 
continue doing its work in the immediate terms. This table waiting till the May 12th meeting wouldn’t cause any 
delay. Mr. Chevallier stated that action on the agenda item will need to be taken imminently at the next meeting 
and that’s less than a month away, so that’s his recommendation. 



 

 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

The next item on the agenda was for approval of the minutes from the March 31, 2023 meeting. 

Mr. Blanton called for a motion to approve the minutes. Dr. Wilson motioned, and Mr. Brown seconded. All 

approved and motion was passed. 

Announcements 

Mr. Blanton wanted to remind the board of the next meeting on Friday, May 12, 2023. Mr. Rogers stated that 
for Mayor Arceneaux’s benefit, Dr. Wilson asked Mr. England if they could house the next meeting at the Port 
knowing that Dr. Kalivoda will be present and a potential larger crowd. Mr. England said yes and that he would 
make that available. Mr. Rogers stated the next meeting will be at the Regional Commerce Center and Dr. 
Kalivoda will be present.    

Adjourn 

With no remaining agenda items, The Vice Chair entertained a motion to adjourn. Dr. Wilson was the first to 
motion, and Mr. Brown seconded. The meeting was adjourned. 

 
________________________________________________________ 
J. Kent Rogers, Secretary 
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